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states. All participants had signed their rental lease and paid their rent at the time of the Wave 1 

phone interview. 

Sampling Procedure3 

 Wave 1. Genesys Sampling Systems was hired to provide a sample of likely low-income 

urban renters across the United States. An initial sample of 2,030 possible respondents was 

received from Genesys in October 2003. This initial sample was sent “lead letters” that included 

an informational brochure about the study. These letters informed the recipients that they would 

be contacted by telephone to participate in a study about renting a home and that they would 

receive $20 at the completion of the survey. All eligible respondents who participated in the 

survey were paid in full. A total of 1,533 low-income urban renters participated in the Wave 1 

phone survey on renting, which took place in 2004. 

 Wave 2. A total of 1,158 respondents from Wave 1 participated in in-person follow-up 

interviews in 2005, approximately one year after their initial phone interviews. Of the 1,158 

participants who completed the Wave 2 interview, 203 were missing data on one or more items. 

To maintain consistency throughout our analyses, these participants were dropped from all 

reported results, resulting in a final sample of 955 participants. There were no significant 

differences between the reduced and full samples in terms of race, sex, age, education, income, 

employment, marital status, or whether there were children in the household. 

Participants 

  Participants were 955 low-income urban renters who participated in both a phone 

interview in 2004 and a follow-up in-person interview in 2005. They hailed from 30 U.S. cities 

across 20 states.  


